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Politely I nodded assent and signified agreement
with all she said. She seemed very pleased with
herself and quoted from two Governors of Bombay
straight off the reel. She paused and looked into my
eyes as if she could read through me. " You have a
girl in England, I suppose/' was the verdict. I
pointed out that there were lost of girls in England,
but. .. .before I had finished, she shook her head in
complete disapproval, expounded again on the
purity of our race and our noble tradition. I agreed,
but she was not content till she had come out with
that lovely little phrase "fish out of water/' That
was her verdict on white women, and she just had to
get it out of her system. White women were "fish
out of water" in India. I agreed once more, but a
tactless youth who was also listening to this conver-
sation shook her complacency by saying : " But it's
fish after all/7 As if struck by lightning, she just
crumpled up and her stuck-out breasts receded like
a punctured tyre. " My God/' I said to myself,
"this Is the voice of the new India I have longed to
hear/' But the young man hardly realised the
power of his utterance.
I was at that time writing the gossip column of a
certain Bombay paper and my three gallant efforts
to sneak in this story were "killed" instantaneously.
The Indian Press, or rather English papers in India,
are so tame they would not hurt a fly. In England
and elsewhere the people fear the power of the Press.